
2023 Courtesy of Virginia Funeral Resources & Education. In Virginia, no one is required to purchase the services of a funeral director or funeral home. Families may conduct 
any or all tasks commonly performed by a funeral home (except embalming which is not required by Virginia law) and may bury on their own property if certain provisions are 
met. Ceremony can support and honor the dying, the dead, and the bereaved at a number of points in time and in a variety of settings. For families wanting to create ceremony, 
these are some of the options and elements to consider. For more see virginiafuneral.org> How To> Create Ceremony. 

Elements of Ceremony and Ritual 
 

 

Living Memorial/Vigil 
Before Death

Visual or written 
life review

Ceremony of 
farewell

Deathbed 
companionship

At home/in care 
facility

Viewing/Wake At home after 
dying at home

Brought home 
after death At hospice/hospital At funeral home

Funeral/Interment Ceremony with 
body/remains

Witnessed 
cremation Burial service Scattering

Memorial/Celebration DIY with a team Celebrant, clergy, 
or emcee

Home or in the 
community

Funeral 
home/place of 

worship

Remembrance Rituals Anniversary 
occasions Every day rituals “Never too late” Community rituals

Ceremony Eulogy Blessings/Rituals Slideshow/Video Music/Readings

Ambiance Venue Program/Keepsake Décor/Mementos Refreshments

Logistics Set-up, clean-up Greeters Speakers
On-site 

audio/visual

https://www.virginiafuneral.org/

